The Canning Tradition
Moreover, it would have not only destroyed the results of the European alliance, but have combined the Powers against an isolated England. Wellington, however, was for limiting the new Greek kingdom to the Morea, to a few islands, for exacting the payment of a large indemnity at once, and a heavy annual tribute afterwards from Greece to the Sultan. This was too much even for the Duke's particular Cabinet ally. The Foreign Secretary, in fact, himself at once negatived the Prime Minister's proposal. At the time of Aberdeen's entering upon office, Russia and Turkey were at war about Greece ; the Greek insurgents held the Morea; the Powers who had signed the Treaty of London were preventing the return of Turkish troops to Hellenic soil In the Opposition, Lord John Russell illustrated the eighteenth-century anti-Turkish tradition of the Whig leader, Charles Fox; for he had denounced the Turk, though in language less severe than had been used by ministers themselves, and particularly by the Secretary at War, the Turcophil of the Victorian age, The Palmerston of 1827 plainly asked in the Cabinet, and through his organs in the press, why the Turks should be kept at Constantinople.
As Prime Minister in 1853, Aberdeen was to be charged with slackness in the Crimean War with Russia. As Foreign Secretary in 1828, he was taunted with the patrician prejudices, causing him to sympathise with Russian or even Turkish absolutism rather than with the Greeks struggling to be free. Aberdeen has been censured for not uniting with Austria to prevent the settlement of the Russo-Turkish War which (i4th September 1829), while slightly increasing the
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